
Cào: An Etymology 
By Caleb Powell  

 

操 
 

肏 cào: to fuck 
 

i. 入 rù 
 

to enter 
 

ii. 肉 ròu 
 

meat 
 

iii. 肏 cào 
 

入 rù on 肉 ròu 
to enter meat 

to fuck 
 

iv. 操 cào 
 

on the left 
a radical 
a hand 

on the right 
a loan of sound 
to dig or shovel 

 
操 cào to hold, drill, exercise, act, do, take in hand, keep, manage, 

and to fuck 
 
 

肏 cào an old character 
rarely seen 

in a new China. 
 

中国 
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